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Dear Llyr,

| am writing to follow up a couple of matters raised during my evidence session as part of
the Climate Change, Energy and Infrastructure Committee’s budget scrutiny.

During the session, the Committee asked whether Local Authorities were still required to
produce Rights of Way Improvement Plans and | promised to write with further information.

I can confirm that, under the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000, each local
highway authority is required to publish a Rights of Way Improvement Plan for all of their
area. Where parts of an authority’s area are within a National Park, the local highway
authority may make arrangements to carry out their Rights of Way Improvement Plan
functions jointly with that National Park authority.

Authorities are required to make a new assessment, review their ROWIP and decide
whether or not to amend it, not more than ten years after publishing their previous plan.

As an incentive to ensure compliance with the production of Rights of Way Improvement
Plans, we have attached a funding condition to the award of Welsh Government’s Access
Improvement Grant to Local Authorities which has helped boost compliance. There are
currently 14 completed Rights of Way Improvement Plan and eight which are still in
progress but nearing completion.
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During the session, we also discussed our ambition that the public sector in Wales should
reach net zero by 2030. This is an ambition, not a target, but we do expect every public
sector organisation to strive to meet it. | am pleased to report, as | outlined in Committee,
there is clear commitment from public bodies to work towards it.

We track carbon emissions from the public sector through an annual reporting exercise:
Welsh public sector carbon emissions 2023: net zero report | GOV.WALES. This
demonstrates good progress in many areas. For example, local government is investing
£20m each year in upgrading local authority heating systems to low carbon alternatives.
Each year we also provide £11,25m capital to fund public sector decarbonisation activity
such as solar PV, wind turbines and better insultation.

While there is much improvement, differences in the makeup and remit of public sector
organisations influences how easily they can reduce carbon emissions. For example, a
local authority in an area with heavy industry will face different challenges compared to a
rural authority. There are also other challenges, such as those relating to carbon emissions
from the procurement of goods and services. The ambition to be net zero by 2030 will be a
significant challenge, but it is a collective ambition across the whole of the public sector and
we want organisations to continue to aim towards it.
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